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Woman Suffrage before
the Nineteenth Amendment
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Region

Directions: Read the information below and study the map carefully. Then answer

the questions that follow.

In 1774 Abigail Adams wrote a letter to her husband,
John, endorsing the idea of independence from Britain. It
contained these words:

If particular care and attention is not paid
to the Jadies, we are determined to foment
a rebellion and will not hold ourselves bound
by any laws in which we have no voice or
representation.

This was strong language from the wife of the man who
would become the second President of the United States.
Abigail Adams’ hopes for political equality for women,
however, were not to be realized during her lifetime. The
plan of government that came out of the Consitutional
Convention of 1787 was written by white men of property.
It excluded from participation in the republic American
Indians, African Americans, the poor, and women.

The “ladies,” as Mrs. Adams called them, did foment a
rebellion. Some individuals say it had already begun in
1648, when the wealthy landowner Margaret Brent sent a
petition to the Maryland legislature. She asked for a seat

in that body and for the right to vote in the election. Brent
believed that she could not effectively administer her vast
landholdings without political equality as well.

While Margaret Brent failed to.win representation,
wormen did not give up trying to achieve it. In 1848 the
first women’s rights convention was held at Seneca Falls,
New York. It was led by women who had been excluded
from a convention against slavery. The delegates issued a
statement that reads like the great documents, of liberty.
The statement declares the right of women to share equally
with men in all things economic, political, legal, and
educational.

It was in edncation that women made early gains. The
growing demand for teachers opened careers to women
which led, in turn, to the opening of public high schools
for girls and to the admission of young women to colleges.
Education awakened women to their inferior legal,
economic, and social status. Jobs as teachers gave them a
bit more economic independence.

The social and legal distance between men and
women lessened as the frontier moved west. Establishing
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settlements at the end of the journey was hard and perilous
work. Women proved to be as resilient and as resourceful
as men. Not surprisingly, Western states were the first to
acknowledge that inequality was unacceptable. Between
1896 and 1914, eleven Western states granted full suffrage
to women. In 1916 Montana sent a woman, Jeanette
Rankin, to represent its people in Congress.

The women of these eleven states had the political
power to oppose politicians who resisted equality. The
women did so, and in 1914 enough members of the
majority party were ousted from Congress to alarm party
leaders. In 1916 both major parties endorsed the extension
of woman suffrage through the Nineteenth Amendment,
named the Anthony Amendment, after suffragist Susan B.
Anthony. Political reality together with politicians’ desire
for new voting strength gave women the victory. In 1920
the Nineteenth Amendment was ratified and made a part
of the Constitution.

Extending Map Skills

1. Which state first granted full suffrage to women?
‘When? How many years was this before the Nineteenth
Amendment?

2. Which other states granted full suffrage to women
in the nineteenth century? :

3. List the states that granted full suffrage in the twen-
tieth century prior to the Nineteenth Amendment.
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4. Where are most of the states located that had granted
no suffrage prior to 19207

Drawing Conclusions

5. Why do you think New York and Michigan granted
full suffrage when they did?

Making Judgments

6. Note the states on your map that granted partial -
suffrage to women. Most of these states did so in 1918 or
1919, just as World War I ended. At that time people
expected women to achieve national suffrage at any mo-
ment. How might this expectation have influenced the
states that granted partial suffrage?

7. Many Southern states that did not grant statewide
suffrage had also been slave states. Historians have
pointed out that people who feel superior to others often
treat women and non-white people in the same way—as
childlike, weak, without reasoning powers, and so on.
What do we call the system of thought that claims that one
sex is superior to the other? :
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