A HISTORY OF US

Communists
were called
reds after the
red flag of the
International,
‘which was the
worldwide
communist
organization.

Some people in America were scared by Russia's
ideas. They were afraid of communisn. Others were
attracted to those ideas. Under Communism, most
property and goods belong to the state. People ark

After the world war, some people were scared that

' communists wanted to take over in the United States. There were g few
| communists in this country—but the communists were not successiul.

expected to share. That sounds noble; it just never "
“Whose country is it anyway?” S€€Mms to work unless forced upon people, Commu-
Uncle Sam takes care of “reds,»  Dist nations have not been free nations.

ussia fought with the Allies in
IWorld War I until the Russian
people decided they'd had enough
of the war. i was more important,
as far as they were concemned, to
solve their own problems. They
wanted to get rid of their ruler—the
tsar (ZAR), They wanted to end the
big gap between rich and poor in
Russia. They wanted what Amer-
icans had wanted in 1776. They
wanted freedom. So they had a
freedom revolution. .
_ At first, it looked as if they
© might get freedom. The people
who overthrew the tsar (jn 1917)
were frying fo create a democratic

Russia Revolts

govemment. Then a revolutionary
named Viadimir Lenin, who was
living in Europe in exile, came
back to Russia. That man changed
the fate of Russia and the world.
He became dictator of Russia. He
didn't believe in democracy.
Things had besn bad in Russia
when the tsar was ruler. They got
much warse under Lenin and the
ruler who followed, Joseph Stalin,
Lenin and Stafin brought totalitari-
anism to Russia, They brought re-
pression, murder, state control,
and misery. They brought an eco-
nomic system called communism.
Lenin took Russia out of the

war. That let Germany move
troops from eastern Europe to
France. It made the Great War
tougher for the Allies,

hat does all this have to do

with U.S, history? A Iot. You
ses, the world had become small-
er. Not smaller in size, but in ac-
cessibility. At the beginning of the
18th century, it took at least two
years for a ship to go from Salem,
Massachusetts, to China and
back. Now, with the telephone,
communication was almost in-
stantaneous. Modem techrigiogy
meant that the ideas of one hation
could spread quickly to others.”
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t just never Magst American people were not attracted to communism. ir:;ssé):!e g‘nbev;;ﬁzgi rieb:T(;;x-
sle. Commu- In that same postwar time, there were also some anarchisés in America. 28 peaple and injurir:g more. %
Anarchists don't believe in government at all. You don't have to be Very | fueled the fears of those who
> scared that smart to realize that anarchy doesn’t work. But, when the anarchists thought communists threat-
> were a few looked around and saw poverty, war, and evil, they thought that this | ened the nation’s existence.
t successful. was the fault of governments. Sore may have really be- '
lieved that the answer was to do away with all govern-
ments. A few tried to do. that by setting off bombs in-
any move tended to kill goverru'ne‘nt leaders. That, of course, was
Europe to criminal behavior. Newspapers
Great War made big headlines of the bombs.
Many Americans were frightened.
. have to do But what.4. Mitchell Palmer. Presi-
2 A lot. You dent Wilson's attornev general. did i )
come small- was irresponsible and criminal. (He - - ; p—
e, but in ac- got away with it—but not in the his- |~ Sacco and Vanzetti -
inning of the tory books.) . Nii:olé' Sacco and Bartolomeo Vianzetti were
at least two Palmer went on a witch hunt. The | -# Maccused of murderirig a paymaster and his
from Saler, witches he went after were commu- | guard at a shoe factory in South Braintree,
China and nists and anarchists. He took the law | Massachusetts. Did they do #? Even today, no
: telephone, - Inbishands, and. in two days of raids in major cities (in | One I quite sure. But they were convicted and
s i?;:bg, . ; +1920), agents invaded homes, clubs. union halls, pool | Sentto their deaths. Sacco and Vanzetti were
;f‘ohe nation C hallsa and coifee shops, rounding up nearly 5,000 pec- ;“:;‘:Vf;'?t.se ar;: T.?_gy S{.;'d rt_.yyas radical beg‘s
o others. Ple, who were held in jail, not allowed to call anvone. jal were on trial. The trial was a cause ceiebre

- and treated terribly. Those without citizenship papers (" o in French, means afamoushappen ng)
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En l7§9, Congress pa sedan Ahen law. lt kept '
certain people from emigrating to the United States,
A on Iay 3 o agair

_ 1 law made it a crime to speak against the
government. People iere jailéd for their idézis, The

people who stipported those laws said they wanted
1o keep “dangerots oreigners” out of the cotntry, .
At the time, the foreigners they feared were French, -

Behind the red scare was a fear of foreigners. These

men being taken to prison are all immigrant afiens.

were sent out of the country—to Russia. Most

weren't guilty of anything,

Communists are_sometimes calleq reds.
Mitchell Palimer took advantage of America's fear
of communism, He helped create a “red scare " He
hoped it would make him president. During the
red scare, Americans were not free to speak out
about communism. They weren't free to criticize

the government. Some people’s lives were ruined.
Witch-hunting turns
up every once in a
while in American
history. (it happened
at Salem, Massa-
chusetts, in colonial
days; it happened
after World War IJ
with a senator named
Joe McCarthy.) The
good thing is that it
never seemis to last
long. Persecution for £,
ideas is not the Amer- ="EfYWhere reds were under
ican wav. the bed.-or., as in this car-
- toon, slithering under caover
The First Amend- of the Stars and Stripes.
ment (part of our Bill

of Rights) says: Congress shail make no law. ..abridg-
ing the frecdom of speech. Does that mean that com-
munists and anarchists are free to speak out
here—as long as they do not engage in criminal
activity or plot to overthrow the government?
Thomas Jefferson wrote: Trufh ic great and w4l
prevail i lgft to hersel, and erors cense 0 be Jdangerous
when it is permitted JTeely to contradict them, He be-
lieved that when evervone's ideas are heard. peo-
ple will make wise choices. Do You agree with him?
The Ku Klux Klan grew hugely in the 19208, The Kian

no longer limited its hatred and bigotry to blacks; it was
anti-foreign, anti-communist, anti-Catholic, anti~Jewish,
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