Warm Up Topic 1 Articles of Confederation
Read the text and answer the questions that follow.
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1. Use context clues to define each of the underlined words in the text. Next use a dictionary to define the words. 

A. On the heels of
B. Unanimous
C. Detriment
D. Middle ground

2.  List three problems regarding the rules of the Articles of Confederation.
1.________________________________________
2.________________________________________
3.________________________________________
3.  Explain the need to replace the Articles of Confederation with regard to your answers above.


Read the quotations. Then explain what each quote means in your own words.

1.  “Let it be tried whether any middle ground can be taken which will at once support  a due supremacy of the national authority”.
2. “The eyes of the United States are turned upon this Assembly and their Expectations raised to a very anxious Degree”.
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The Atticles of Confederation are known as the first U.S. |
Constitution. They were a list of rules meant to govern and unify the
states. The Articles were ratified by all 13 states in March 1781, five
years after the Continental Congress first began writing them.

The Articles were written on the heels of America winning the
Revolutionary War against Great Britain. Therefore, it is no surprise
that the Articles reflected a fear of big government. The Articles
provided for a weak central government and gave considerable
power to the states.

The Articles of Confederation gave the Continental Congress
power to make laws but not the power to enforce them. The
legislature had to get unanimous approval from all states to pass any
laws—a difficult task because the states did not often agree.

James Madison believed the Articles were not strong enough
Only a strong central government, he felt, could support the nation
and defend it. Spain and Great Britain were still a threat, the
economy was suffering, and states were turning against each other.

Madison believed that states should be given power—just not
(0 the detriment of the nation as a whole. He wrote: “Let it be tried
whether any middle ground can be taken which will at once support
a due supremacy of the national authority.”

From May to September 1787, delegates to the Constitutional
Convention in Philadelphia met to revise the Articles. George
Mason, a delegate from Virginia, wrote: “The eyes of the United
States are turned upon this Assembly and their Expectations raised to

a very anxious Degree.”
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