
WARM UP EARLY INDEPENDENCE
Read the text and answer the questions that follow:
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1.  Use context clues to figure out the meaning of the highlighted words:  What do you think the word means?  Write your answer on the line.


A.  Charter:____________________________________
B.  Tax:______________________________________
C. Representation:_____________________________
D. Tyrant:____________________________________

2.  List the factors that caused the colonists to have some independence from Britain before the French and Indian War?

3.  Why did the British Government think it necessary to tax the colonies?


4.  In your own words, explain “taxation without representation”.


5. [bookmark: _GoBack] What event caused many colonists to see King George II as a tyrant?
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Many factors limited Great Britain’s control over the
colonies. From the beginning, the colonists enjoyed a good
amount of independence from King George Iil. The vast distance
of the Atlantic Ocean between Britain and the colonies made
communication difficult. Britain could not control the colonies
directly, so it gave the colonies charters to form their own
governments. However, the French and Indian War caused Britain
to seek to increase its control over the colonies.

‘The French and Indian War was a small part of a much larger
war between Britain and France called The Seven Years' War. In the
colonies, British and colonial forces defended the colonies against
the French and France's Indian allies. Britain and the colonists won
in 1763, but the war was very expensive for Britain.

The British government had to raise money to replenish
funds used for the war. Since Britain defended the colonies in the
war, they decided mhc colonies. They passed several “acts”
to raise faxes on colonial goods. The Sugar Act of 1764 and the
Stamp Act of 1765 charged taxes on sugar and paper goods, and the
Townshend Acts of 1767 taxed many imported goods. These new
taxes angered colonists. To make matters worse, the colonists did
not have a representative in Parliament. Many colonists argued that

“taxation without H” was unfair.
When colonists protested, King George Ill decided that the

colonists had too much freedom to create laws. Thus, he removed

i lonial governments. Many colonists saw King George Il as a
nd began to suggest complete colonial independence.





