

Warm Up Topic 1:  Federalists v. Antifederalists
Read the text , complete the graphic organizer and answer the questions. 
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FEDERALISTS:


vsANTIFEDERALISTS:






1.  Why did the Antifederalists fear a strong central government?

2.  According to the text, what benefits come from having a strong central government?  Predict what problems might arise without a strong central government.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack] Why were Antifederalists promoters of “states’ rights”?
4. Use an online resource to research “states’ rights” today, are these issues still relevant today?
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In the late 1700s, the young country was divided over the
issue of a new Constitution. Most politicians were Federalists. They
recognized that the Articles of Confederation were weak. They
wanted a constitution with a stronger central government that could
regulate the activities of the states. Generally, Federalists were
wealthier aristocrats. On the other hand, some politicians were
Antifederalists. Antifederalists were typically of a lower class. They
feared state regulation and worried that a central government could
easily abuse its powers. The Antifederalists’ strongest argument
against ratifying the Constitution was a lack of a bill of rights.

The final draft of the Constitution, sent to the states for
approval, favored a strong central government. Federalists thought
a central government could more easily compete in the world
market, protect the nation from foreign threat, and unify the states.
However, Federalists compromised with Antifederalists to limit the
government’s power. Thus, the Constitution includes a separation of
powers, a system of checks and balances, and a bill of rights.





