Warm Up topic 1 “The Great Compromise”

Read the text and answer the questions.
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Vocabulary:  Use context clues to define the underlined words in the text.
1. Proposed
2. Bicameral
3. Proportional representation
4. States’ rights
5. Unicameral
6. Compromise
1. Does your definition match the actual definition given in the dictionary?

2. What were the two plans proposed?  Explain each plan.

3. What was the final compromise?

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]How would our government be different if the Great Compromise had not been implemented?
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The delegates to the 1787 Constitutional Convention had to
decide how individual states would be represented in Congress.

The Virginia Plan proposed a bicameral legislature, which
included two houses of Congress. The number of representatives
in each house would be based on proportional representation.
This meant that a state’s population determined how many
representatives it would have in Congress. Delegates from
populated states would be well represented, while small states like
Delaware believed they would be underrepresented in Congress. To
small states, this plan was a direct threat to their states’ rights. They
believed they would be out voted on issues that were important to
them. They wanted more from this new Constitution!

William Paterson of New Jersey proposed the New Jersey Plan
that included a unicameral legislature. This plan gave each state
equal representation. The plan would leave most of the Articles of
Confederation in place, but it would give Congress more power.

The New Jersey Plan was rejected in favor of the Virginia
Plan, but delegates from the small states threatened to leave the
Convention. Debate continued until July 16, when a compromise
was finally reached.

The Great Compromise, proposed by Roger Sherman of
Connecticut, blended the Virginia and New Jersey Plans. It was
the perfect solution to many. The compromise stated that Congress
would be made up of a Senate and a House of Representatives.
Fach state would have an equal number of Senators, but the number
of representatives in the House of Representatives would be based
on a state’s population.

Both large and small states agreed to the Great Compromise
and the first article of the Constitution was written to divide the
legislative branch into the Senate and the House of Representatives.
‘This solution is still in use today.





